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FOREWORD

( For Chinese Version)

The true burden of violence against children, including child maltreatment in all its forms ( physical,
sexual, and emotional abuse and neglect) , is only beginning to be understood. The latest World Health
Organization estimates suggest that in 2002, about 53,000 children around the world died as a result of
violence. Deaths, however, represent only a fraction of the problem. International studies have shown
that, depending on the country, between a quarter and a half of all children report severe and frequent
physical abuse. Studies from around the world also show that approximately 20 percent of women and

5 — 10 percent of men report having been sexually abused as children.

Over and above deaths and injuries, childhood exposure to violence has been shown to have a strong re-
lationship with a range of adult health risks and outcomes. These include high — risk behaviours such as
alcohol and substance misuse, smoking, unsafe sex, eating disorders and the perpetration of violence,
which contribute to such leading causes of death as cardiovascular disorders, cancers, depression, dia-

betes and HIV/AIDS.

The prevention of violence against children is a priority for the United Nations. WHO released the World
Report on Violence and Health in 2002 and more recently, WHO, UNICEF, OHCHR (the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights) released the United Nations Secretary General’s
Study on Violence against Children, the first comprehensive global attempt to analyze the scale of the va-

rious forms of violence against children and their impact.

The Government of China is to be congratulated for its proactive efforts to increase awareness and
strengthen the prevention of child maltreatment in all its forms. China’s 2005 National Consultation for
Violence against Children, which convened a wide range of domestic and international experts, as well

as children, highlighted the importance of this issue in China

The WHO and UNICEF are pleased to collaborate with China in implementing cooperation programmes
designed specifically to prevent violence against children, and to promote a safe, stable and nurturing

environment for their healthy growth, free from violence.

This guide aims to assist in filling the knowledge gap between what is known and what is implemented in
child maltreatment prevention. WHO and UNICEF are proud to support the publication of this guide,
which will be of value to public health practitioners all around China, enabling those dealing with chil-
dren to provide a more effective preventive response and in so doing, to prevent child maltreatment and

promote child health.

r Hans Troedssen . Yin Yin Nwe

WH( Representative in China UNICEF Representative in China
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