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(Editors). Users' Guides to the Medical Literature: A
Manual for Evidence-Based Clinical Practice. Second Edi-

tion. New York: McGraw Hill Medical, 2008; pp. 29-58.
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Program in Policy Decision-making/Canadian Cochrane
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researchtopolicy.ca/search/reviews.aspx - Source of sys-
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tematic reviews of studies about health system arrange-
ments (benefits, harms, key features, and the views and
experiences of stakeholders).

Cochrane Library's Cochrane Database of Systematic
Reviews (CDSR) and Database of Abstracts of Reviews of
Effects (DARE): http://www.thecochranelibrary.com and
http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/crd/signup_form.htm (to sign
up for electronic updates from DARE) - Source of system-
atic reviews of programmes, services and drugs (including
benefits and possibly harms), as well as health technology
assessments, which sometimes contain systematic reviews.
PubMed: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed and
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/corehtml/query/static/clini-
cal.shtml#reviews (to use the 'hedge' for reviews) - Source
of systematic reviews addressing a range of questions, as

well as single studies.
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- Health Information Research Unit: http://hiru.mcmaster.
ca/hiru/hiru_hedges_home.aspx - Source of 'hedges'(i.e.
validated search strategies) to find systematic reviews and
a variety of types of studies.

- Rapid Evidence Assessment Toolkit: http://www.gsr.gov.
uk/professional_guidance/rea_toolkit/index.asp - Web-
based toolkit to assist policymakers and those who sup-
port them to find and use research evidence as compre-
hensively as possible within tight time constraints, which
includes a summary of the differences between a rapid
evidence assessment and a systematic review and when a

rapid evidence assessment might be used.
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